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Book Notices. 757 

It is surprising to be told that " Russia's occupation of Port Arthur was made 
necessary by the fact that Germany had gained possession of Kiaochau, and thus 
disturbed the balance of power,"when all the world knows that Russia, backed by 
Germany and France, forced from Japan the Liaotung peninsula, and thus ful- 
filled her century-old ambition to obtain an ice-free port on the Pacific. The 
occupation of Port Arthur was soon followd by the assumption of jurisdiction over 
Manchuria. 

The history of this period is a record of protests from the other Powers and 
broken promises on the part of Russia. The responsibility for the war, which was 
inevitable, Mr. de Wollant places wholly upon Japan. He says " the moment had 
arrived for conquering Korea and spreading her domination in China." He adds 
" Russia did not want war and was not ready for war," but " she would not be an 
easy prey like China, and Japan played a hazardous game in beginning such a 
war." " One need not be .a prophet to foretell that it will be disastrous to 
Japan." 

The Yellow Peril is dwelt upon with considerable fervour. A Japanese writer 
is quoted as saying that " the mission of Japan is to civilize Europe and recon- 
struct on Japanese lines its moral and religious life." The United States will no 
doubt be included in this missionary work, but Mr. de Wollant's greatest fear 
for this country is in the direction of its commercial interests. He says " the time 
will come when the United States will painfully discover what the advent of 
Japan means." 

The Russian original is not always perfectly rendered in the generally excel- 
lent translation by the author's wife. M. C. G. 

The Philippine Islands. By Fred W. Atkinson, iv and 426 pp. Maps 
and Illustrations. Index. Ginn & Company, Boston. 1905. (Price, $3.) 

This is, on the whole, the most convenient book to which we may refer for 
precise information about the Philippines. All who have occasion to look for 
special facts about nearly any phase of the islands or their peoples have doubtless 
been impressed with the circumstance that, although a great deal of material is 
now available, most of it has not as yet been so well arranged and presented in 
recent books, official or otherwise, as to give the reader a clear idea of the facts; 
or, at least, the student must hunt through many pages or in different books before 
he feels that he has satisfactory knowledge of the matter he is investigating. 

The book brings within the compass of an ordinary octavo volume a systematic 
account of our new possessions; and we think it will be considered as the most 
handy and one of the most accurate sources of reference. The author was for- 
merly our General Superintendent of Education in the Islands, where he travelled 
extensively and had unusual opportunities for observation. He has faithfully, 
and with much success, carried out his endeavour " to show the real conditions, 
geographical, economic, social, and political ; to picture the people and their 
characteristics, the different phases of the problem of tropical colonies, the pos- 
sibilities, and the prospects." 

There is an index, and the illustrations are numerous and good. 

Trois colonisateurs. Par le capitaine Froelicher, ancien officer 

de l'armee d'Afrique. Ouvrage couronne par la Societe de Propagande 

coloniale. Avec 3 photographies et 4 cartes dans le texte. Paris, Henry Charles- 

Lavauzelle. 

An interesting account of the ups and downs of French colonisation in Algiers, 
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Senegambia, Tonkin, and Madagascar is here given by way of describing the 
colonial careers of the great founders of French colonial power: Bugeaud, Faid- 
herbe, and Gallieni. In their historical sequence, the three men present three 
stages of the development of French colonial policy from its first beginnings in 
Algiers to the present. All three of them being soldiers, military occupation 
is naturally the foundation of their work, and the way in which each of them 
expands it into economic, and finally a moral, occupation illustrates in a striking 
manner the progress made by the French, and practically all the white nations, 
in the recognition of their responsibility toward their coloured wards. While 
the nature of the subject makes frequent repetitions necessary, the very minuteness 
of the records, which reflect with faithful accuracy both the successes and the 
reverses of France along the different lines of colonial expansion, makes the book 
very helpful reading for any one interested in our own colonial efforts, and for 
this reason ought to be read as widely as possible. M. K. G. 

Notes d' Analyse Geographique. Conditions qui Determinent la 
Valeur Economique d'Un Pays. Par Emile Chaix. IV and 48 pp., 
43 Diagrams and Maps. Philippe Durr, Geneva, 1905. 

Professor Chaix, who occupies the Chair of Geography at the Commercial 
High School, Geneva, has prepared these notes on the system of instruction which 
he has used for the past ten years. Many economic text-books print data that are 
not correlated with the principles upon which they depend. The memory of the 
student is thus unduly exercised, though the aim should be rather to cultivate his 
reasoning powers and facility in analysis. 

Professor Chaix subordinates the memorizing of facts, and subjects the data 
to analytical treatment. The student is desired to reason out the economic value 
of a country from the prevailing conditions and to deduce the chief economic 
possibilities from physical and other facts before him. The book gives specimen 
analyses of the natural conditions in certain regions, and draws conclusions as to 
their effect upon organic and mineral productions, industry, communications, the 
inhabitants and their institutions, and the student is asked to make similar 
analyses relating to other countries. The book should interest many of our 
teachers. In its fundamental idea and its main features, however, this method 
is by no means unknown in many of the normal and other schools of the country. 

lies Chemins de Fer Coloniaux en Afrique. Troisieme Partie. 
Chemins de Fer dans les Colonies Franchises. Par £. de Renty. 

xii and 495 pp., 2 Appendices and 10 Sketch Maps. F. R. de Rudeval. Paris. 
1905. (Price, 5 fr.) 

This volume completes the important contribution that Captain de Renty has 
made to the history of African development. It is devoted to the railroads of the 
French colonial possessions, the two preceding volumes (Bulletin, 1905, Aug., 
p. 511) having covered the ground for the other parts of Africa. The three 
volumes give the fullest and best account of the history and present condition of 
railroad development in the African colonies that has yet been written, and the 
work will be of enduring value as a record, sufficiently complete for most purposes, 
of the beginning and progress of these colonial enterprises up to the end of 1904. 

The French railroads are treated with special fulness, and the history of each 
of them includes an adequate statement as to the nature of the peoples, regions, 
and climates through which it passes, so that the conditions in Africa which help 



